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ACTIVITY: Prominent Mexican law professors, scholars, to be in 
San Diego as faculty, course in Mexican Legal System, 




Through April; see attached 
Room 3C, USD School of Law 
BACKGROUND: 
The course in the Mexican Legal System is the first project of 
the Mexico-U.S. Law Institute established in September 1982 to 
expand knowledge of the legal systems in both countries, to 
stimulate exchanges of faculty and students, to undertake 
research and development projects, and to focus national 
attention on important legal issues affecting both countries. 
The 16-session course, as outlined on the attached summary, will 
be taught by a faculty of leading law professors: 
Dr. Miguel Acosta Romero--doctorate in law from the National 
Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM); dean of the Law School, 
UNAM; professor of Administrative and International Law; author 
of several works on Administrative and Banking Laws; lecturer, 
Sorbonne University. 
Dr. Raul Cervantes Ahumada --doctorate in law; director of 
Postgraduate Division, School of Law, UNAM; pro fessor of law, UNAM; 
author of numerous works on Mercantile Law and Negotiable Instruments; 
member of several international law organizations; has proposed 
important legislative changes in the Civil and Commercial Codes. 
Dr. Alfonso DeLimon- - consultant, Mexico - U.S. Law Institute; 
J.D., UNAM School of Law; professor, UNAM, Autonomous University 
of Baja California, Iberoamerican a Universi ty; dean, School of 
Law, Iberoamericana. 
Dr. Jose Mauricio Fernandez Y Cuevas -- J.D., LL.M. Public Finance, 
UNAM; postgraduate studies at Mexican Institute for Taxation 
Studies; professor, Fiscal Code of the Fe deration, Civil Law, 
Obligations and Contracts, UNAM; advisor , general director of 
Internal Revenue Service, Mexico; h ead , Committee to Simplify 
and Update Tax Legislation; author of numerous works on juris-
prudence of taxation, taxation on global income of businesses, 
and sales tax in Mexico. 
Dr. Michael W. Gordon - -professor, Un i versity of Florida; J.D., 
Connecticut, M.A. Trinity College, Diploma de Droit Compare, 
Strasbourg; professor, Iberoamericana; a uthor of Joint Internation a l 
Business Ventures in Mexico, 1980; translation of Mexican Civil 
Code, 1980. 
Dr. Miguel Leon Portilla --M.A., Loyola University; Ph.D., UNAM; 
director, Instituto Indigenista Inter-americano, 1960-66; director, 
Instituto de Investigaciones Historicas, UNAM, 1966-75; published 
works include: Time and Reality in the Thought of the Maya; 
Pre-Columbian Literature of Mexico; Native Mesa-American Spirituality: 
Ancient Myths, Discourses, Stories, Doctrines, Hymns, Poems from 
the Aztecs, Yucatecs, and uiche-Ma a and Other Sacred Traditions; 
Aztec T ought and Culture. Awards include National Award of the 
Mexican Government, 1981; Doctorate Honoris Causa, Southern 
Methodist University, 1980. 
Dr. Guillermo Floris Margadant Doctorate in law. Professor of 
Law, UNAM; director, Department of Roman Law, UNAM; author of 
numerous works on Roman law, history and evolution of Mexican 
legal institutions, civil Mexican Federal Code, renowned international 
lecturer; fluent in .several languages; Master of Economics, 
Rotterdam, Holland. 
Dr. Ricardo Mendez Silva -- J.D., UNAM; LL.M. Cambridge University. 
Researcher, Institute of Juridical Studies, UNAM, specializing in 
international law. Professor, UNAM School of Law and professor 
of Social and Political Sciences. Author of works on international 
law and foreign investment in Mexico. 
Dr. Jorge A. Vargas -- graduate, UNAM Law School; LL.M. and J.S.D. 
candidate, Yale Law School, Foreign Graduate Program. Visiting 
Research Fellow, Center for U.S.-Mexican Studies Center, UCSD. 
Law of the Sea professor, graduate program, UNAM. International 
law professor, UNAM and Iberoamericana University, Mexico City. 
Teaching courses in Spanish will be: 
Patricia Bejar -- M.A., UCLA, currently teaching Beginning and 
Intermediate Spanish at Grossmont College. 
Dr. Alba Pickslay -- Ph.D., Antioch College Graduate Program; 
currently teaching Spanish at SDSU and San Diego Community College 
District. 
FOR INTERVIEW ARRANGEMENTS, CONTACT: 
Dr. Alfonso DeLimon, Consultant 
Mexico-U.S. Law Institute 
University of San Diego School of Law 
619-291-6480, extension 4816 
NOTE: 
The course is open to USD law students, students of other area 
law schools on an audit basis, attorneys, and academics. There is 
no charge for the course beyond the cost of reproduction of 








MEXICAN LEGAL SYSTEM 
February 7 & 9 l-3 p.m. 
Prof. Alfonso DeLimon, USO School of Law 
Introduction to the Study of Mexican Law and The Origin and 
Evolution of Legal Education in Mexico 
Historical Periods and Perspectives, Evolution, Current 
Status, The Curriculum and Legal Professional Associations. 
February 14 l-3 p.m. 
Dr. Miguel Leon Portilla, National Autonomous University, Mexico 
(UNAM) 
Crossroads of Today: National Mexican Culture 
February 15 SPECIAL SESSION: 4:30-6:30 p.m . in the COURTROOM 
Pluricultural Roots of Mexico 
February 21 & 23 
Dr. Miguel Acosta Romero, UNAM 
The Mexican Government Legal Structure Today 
l-3 p.m. 
The Executive, Judicial and Legislative Branches, The bank 
nationalization in Mexico and its legal implications, the 
Mexican Constitution, Amparo Procedure. 
March 7 & 9 l-3 p . m. 
Dr. Raul Cervantes Ahumada, UNAM 
The Civil and Commercial Laws 
Introduction to the Civil and Commercial legislation, 
obligation, property, succession and Negotiable Instruments. 
March 14 & 16 l-3 p . m. 
Prof. Guillermo Floris Margadant 
The Mexican Federal Civil Code 
March 21 & 23 l-3 p . m. 
Prof. Michael W. Gordon, University of Florida 
The Business and Trade Laws 
Commercial Transactions, Laws regulating foreign investment. 
Trademarks and Patents, Transfer of Technology. 





4/18 1-3 p.m. 
Dr. Jorge Vargas - USO School of Law 
Mexico and Law of the Sea 
Mexico's position on the U.N. 's Law of the Sea Conference, 
It's territorial waters and Fisheries . 
4/20 1-3 p . m. 
Dr. Jose Mauricio Fernandez y Cuevas, LL.M- UNAM 
Taxation in Mexico Today and Criminal Law and the Penal Code 
4/25 & 27 1-3 p.m. 
Dr. Ricardo Mendez Silva, Institute of Juridical Investiga-
tions, UNAM 
Mexico and International Law and Diplomacy 
The Practice of International Law in Mexico, History, 
Evolution and Current Status, Mexico's Position in the 
U.N. and the 0.A.S., Central America and the Carri bean 
Basin and Mexico's Participation in International Forums. 
SPRING 1983 
Course Offerings 
MEXICO-US LAW INSTITUTE 
USO 
BRIEF BIOS 
ACOSTA ROMERO, Dr. Miguel- Doctorate in law from the National Autonomous 
University of Mexico, (UNAM); Dean of the Law School, UNAM; Professor of 
Administrative and International Law, UNAM; He has published numerous 
works on Administrative and Banking Laws; Lecturer, Sorbonne University. 
CERVANTES AHUMADA, Or. Raul- Doctorate in law; Director of Postgraduate 
Division of the School of Law, UNAM; Professor of Law, UNAM; Author of 
numerous works on Mercantile Law and Negotiable Instruments; Member of 
several International Law organizations; has proposed important legis-
lative changes in the Civil and Commercial Codes; has lectured inter-
nationally. 
DeLIMON, Or. Alfonso- J.O., UNAM School of Law; Asst. Professor, Intro-
duction to the Study of Law; UNAM; Professor, Autonomous University of 
Baja California, School of Law, Introduction to the Study of Law, Govern-
ment Theory; Professor, Iberoamericana University, Government Theory; 
Dean, School of Law, lberoamericana, Tijuana; Consultant, Mexico-US Law 
Institute, University of San Diego, School of Law. 
FERNANDEZ Y CUEVAS, Or. Jose Mauricio- J.O., UNAM; LL.M. Public Finance, 
UNAM; Postgraduate Studies at the Mexican Institute for Taxation Studies; 
Member: Padilla del Valley Assoc., S.C. Public Acct. Firm, Mexican 
Institute for Taxation Studies; Professor, Fiscal Code of the Federation, 
Civi1 Law, Obligations and Contracts, UNAM; Research Fellow, Federal 
Fiscal Legislation; Advisor, General Director of Internal Revenue Service, 
Mexico; Legal Counsel, Dept. of IRS, Mexico; Head, Committee to Simplify 
and Update Tax Legislation; numerous works on Jurisprudence of Taxation, 
Taxation on Global Income of Businesses and Salestax in Mexico. 
GORDON, Dr. Michael W.- Professor, University of Florida; J.D., Connecti-
cut; M.A. Trinity College; Diploma de Oroit Compare, Strasbourg; Pro-
fessor, Iberoamericana, Mexico; Author of Joint International Business 
Ventures in Mexico, 1980; Mexican Civil Code translation, 1980. 
LEON PORTILLA, Or. Miguel- M.A. Loyola University; Doctor of Philosophy, 
UNAM; Director, Institute Indigenista Inter-americano, 1960-66; Director, 
Institute de Investigaciones Historicas, UNAM, 1966-75; published works 
include: Time & Reality in the Thought of the Maya; Pre-Columbian Litera-
ture of Mexico; Native Meso-American Spirituality: Ancient Myths, Dis-
courses, Stories, Doctrines, Hymns, Poems from the Aztecs, Yucatecs and 
Quiche-Maya and Other Sacred Traditions; Aztec Thought & Culture; Awards: 
National Award of the Mexican Government, 1981, Doctorate Honoris Causa, 
So. Methodist University, Dallas, TX, 1980. 
MARGADANT, Dr. Guillermo Floris- Doctorate in Law; Professor of Law, 
School of Law, UNAM; Director, Department of Roman Law, UNAM; Author of 
numerous works on Roman Law, History and Evolution of Mexican Legal 
Institutions, Civil Mexican Federal Code; Renown international lecturer; 
fluent in several languages; Master of Economics, Rotterdam, Holland. 
MENDEZ SILVA, Or. Ricardo- J.0., UNAM; LL.M. Cambridge University; 
Researcher, Institute of Juridical Studies, UNAM; Specializing in Inter-
national Law. Professor, School of Law, UNAM and Professor or Social and 
Political Science; Has published numerous works on International Law and 
Foreign Investment in Mexico. 
VARGAS, Dr. Jorge A.- Graduate, Law School, UNAM; Yale Law School, Foreign 
Graduate Program (LL.M. and J.S.O. candidate); Visiting Research Fellow, 
Center for US-Mexican Studies Center, UCSO; Law of the Sea Professor, 
Graduate Program, UNAM; International Law Professor, UNAM and Iberoamerica-
na University, Mexico City. 
Teaching the Spanish Courses: 
BEJAR, Patricia- M.A., UCLA; currently teaching Beginning and Inter-
mediate Spanish at Grossmont College. 
PICKSLAY, Or. Alba- Ph.D. Antioch College Graduate Program; currently 
teaching Spanish at SDSU and San Diego Community College District. 
